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exam fee

Starting July 1st 2011, students will be charged a $40 fee for 

taking the ExamMaster exam required for certification for 

USMLE Step 1 from the second attempt onwards. The first 

attempt will remain free of cost. 

residency match 2012

The Residency application process through the National 

Residency Matching Program (NRMP) will start in about a 

month. All students who complete 60+ weeks of rotations 

by July 1st 2011 will be eligible to apply for the 2012 match. 

Saint James assists students in the process by preparing 

Medical Student Performance Evaluation (MSPE) otherwise 

known as the Dean’s letter, and the transcript. All applications 

will be submitted to ERAS electronically during the month 

of September. All qualified students should expect an email 

from Clinical Department at the end of June, containing useful 

information regarding the preparation of the Dean's letter and 

details of the application process.  

If you have any questions please contact Marta at the Clinical 

Department - clinical@mail.sjsm.org or 847-375-0543 ext. 12. 

Please ensure that your contact information is updated on the 

school’s records. Starting July 1st the SJSM Residency Hotline 

will also be available on Thursdays from 10am-noon, for any 

residency related questions. Alternatively you may also email 

residencyquest@mail.sjsm.org.

aicm

All current students in the 4th semester of Basic Sciences are 

eligible to sign up for AICM program now. Please see the link 

regarding the process of signing up. Students completing Basic 

Sciences in August must sign up for AICM programs starting in 

September, October, November or December 2011. 

“ask the librarian”

There is a new link on the library web page called “Ask the 

librarian”. This new service is for students who need help in 

locating journal articles, through email or by phone.

mouse virus and chronic fatigue syndrome

Two new studies may not be the final nails in the coffin of the 

hypothesis that a mouse retrovirus called XMRV causes chronic 

fatigue syndrome. But the evidence is growing.

The latest studies, using very different approaches, present new 

evidence that XMRV was inadvertently created in a laboratory 

five years ago, and then found its way as a contaminant into a 

series of experiments.

As a result, some scientists, the skeptics say, were fooled into 

thinking they had discovered an exotic new virus that often 

seemed to show up in the blood of patients suffering from 

chronic fatigue.

The new studies "essentially close the door on XMRV as a cause 

of human disease," says John Coffin of Tufts University, an 

expert on retroviruses and coauthor of one of the new papers. 

No fewer than 11 studies have now failed to support the 2009 

claim that XMRV is a probable cause of CFS. Meanwhile, the 

hypothesis has had real-world consequences. Because of 

the fear that a new virus might be circulating, people with a 

history of chronic fatigue have been barred from giving blood 

in the United States, Canada and other countries. The U.S. 

government has embarked on an effort to determine if XMRV is a 

threat to the safety of the blood supply.

Here is link to one of the studies:

http://www.sciencemag.org/content/early/2011/05/31/

science.1204963.full.pdf

http://www.sjsm.org/files/aicmfaq.pdf
http://www.sciencemag.org/content/early/2011/05/31/science.1204963.full.pdf
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need to identify a Pill?

The National Library of Medicine is developing Pillbox (http://

pillbox.nlm.nih.gov/) (beta) to aid in the identification of 

unknown solid dosage pharmaceuticals. The system combines 

high-resolution images of tablets and capsules with appearance 

information (imprint, shape, color, etc.) to enable users to visually 

search for and identify an unknown solid-dosage medication, 

and then to link it to drug information and drug labels. The 

system is being designed for use by emergency physicians, first 

responders, other health care providers, poison control center 

staff, and concerned citizens.

announcing the arrival of the sjsm camPus 

management system: a sneak Peek

SJSM is pleased to announce that the SJSM campus 

management system will be ready for use by students in July. 

With this system students will be able to check their academic 

and financial information, track their progress, and also update 

information all by logging on to this system. In the coming months, 

this system will be further enhanced to allow faculty to post study 

material and course materials for students to access, and also 

set assignments and tests. Stay tuned for details coming in next 

month’s newsletter. 

case of the month

An infant girl with no other medical problems was brought to the clinic 

for a mass on her tongue which causes difficulty in feeding. 

Previously, the child had been hospitalized for a week. During that 

time, she was observed to have a whitish, scooped-out lesion on 

the dorsum of the tongue in the same area as her current lesion; this 

was felt to be a fungal infection and was treated with antifungals. 

A tumor had grown in the area from the time of birth to the time of 

presentation. There were no associated respiratory problems.

The exam revealed a 2 x 1-cm mass on the tongue (Figure 1). This 

was firm and rubbery in texture and was not tender. Findings from 

the remainder of the head and neck examination were normal. Biopsy 

findings are shown in (Figure 2).

what is the diagnosis?

Click here for the answer.

 check us out on facebook. 
 go to: facebook.com/schoolofmedicine

Figure 2
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http://pillbox.nlm.nih.gov/
http://www.sjsm.org/library/case5.html

