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Dean of Clinical Sciences Retiring After 11 Years
After more than 11 years of working with Saint James School of Medicine–almost from its inception–our
beloved Dean of Clinical Sciences Dr. Jay K. Pandit will be retiring. Dr. Pandit’s role in making Saint James
School of Medicine the institution it is today has been invaluable. His leadership, clinical experience, his
academic acumen and his genuine concern for students is something that will be greatly missed by all. Dr.
Pandit will remain on the Saint James Faculty as Dean Emeritus and will continue to work with the staff and
students.
Dr. Kenneth Pelehac has been appointed the new Dean of Clinical Sciences. He has worked for many years as
a surgeon and a preceptor to students. Dr. Pelehac will bring an abundance of experience to the Saint James
School of Medicine, and we are excited to have him as a part of our institution.

St. Vincent School Expansion is
Underway
We are happy to announce that interest in our program in St. Vincent
has far exceeded the initial plans and more space is needed to
accommodate future classes. SJSM has therefore undertaken a big
expansion project which will double the current campus capacity in
St. Vincent. The campus is currently undergoing construction to
expand to the third floor, as well as increase the size of several
existing facilities.
Plans include the creation of two large classrooms and two midsize
classrooms. With the students’ needs in mind, SJSM will also be
expanding the library, adding more study and lounge space, and
expanding the Histology and PDI labs. The construction, barring any
unforeseen issues, will be completed in August in time for the Fall
2015 semester.

New Student Portal
Launches on Moodle
In May, SJSM’s new Student Portal launched on

St. Vincent Health Fair
Featured in Local
Newspaper

Moodle for all enrolled SJSM students. The purpose of

In April, SJSMSt. Vincent held its first Health Fair for

the new Student Portal is to keep the student body

the local community in Arnos Vale. The Health Fair

informed of official SJSM announcements. Going

was quite successful, with a large turnout and a

forward, any important announcements about the

positive response from attendees.

school will be published on the Student Portal so all
students have easy access and can stay informed.

Saint James students conducted a number of free
health screenings including blood pressure and blood

The Student Portal also contains a wealth of other

glucose testing. The event was featured in the local

SJSM info, links and forms readily available for easy

media, and you can also view the news report online

access. All active students were added to the Student

on YouTube!

Portal in Moodle, so it should be visible when viewing
“My Courses.” If you do not see the Student Portal in
your courses, please contact the IT HelpDesk.
The Student Portal will be updated often, so please
check in regularly for SJSM news and
announcements.

Clinical News
• The Clinical Department is pleased to announce that AICM signups for the upcoming Fall months are
complete. All students who are starting AICM between September and December have been notified of their
start dates, and we’re all looking forward to welcoming them to Chicago for the next semester.
• The department has also now merged with the Registrar's Office to form the Department of Registrar
Services. We would like to officially welcome new staff members to the team: Cherie Rodriguez, our new
Clinical Department Assistant; Joe Torres, Supervisor of the Clinical Department; Megan Jansen, Supervisor
Registrar Services and Alicia Dudesek, Manager of Quality Assurance and Registrar Services. Together, they
bring several years of previous experience within SJSM to the department.

(Pictured above LR: Megan Jansen, Alicia Dudesek, Cherie Rodriguez, Joe Torres)

SJSM Bonaire AMSA
students host expert
speakers from MD
Anderson Cancer Center
The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center
is one the world’s premier cancer centers, based on
the excellence of their faculty, researchdriven patient
care and science. According to the annual “Best
Hospitals” survey conducted by U.S. News & World

Guest Speaker Dr. Max
Rietkerk at SJSM Bonaire
On April 9th the SJSMBonaire branch of AMSA
organized a very successful lecture where Dr. Max
Rietkerk gave a lecture on “Bonairian Medicine.” Dr.
Rietkerk studied medicine at The Academic Medical
Center of Amsterdam in The Netherlands and is
currently doing his residency at the San Francisco
Hospital in Bonaire.

Report, the center has consistently held either first or
second place in the category of top hospitals for
cancer care. It’s been ranked No. 1 for 10 of the past
13 years.

Dr. Rietkerk gave a very interactive lecture in which he
explained the prevalence of ER visits to such a small
island hospital involving traffic accidents. Some of the
most important reasons for the number of these

The SJSMBonaire branch of The American Medical
Student Association (AMSA), on June 4th, organized
a seminar where 3 faculty members of The University

accidents include: lack of consideration for official
speed limits, nonusage of seat belts or helmets, bad
road conditions and driving after drinking of alcohol.

of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center presented their
stateoftheart research and clinical work.

Dr. Rietkerk discussed a couple of very interesting
cases in which it became clear that “although during

Dr. Diana Bell, Assistant Professor of the Department
of Pathology, gave a lecture entitled: Salivary Gland
Tumors: Classification, Molecular Insights and
Biomarkers. Dr. Annikka Weissferdt gave a lecture
entitled: Introduction to Pulmonary and Mediastinal

acute problems it’s best to work according to a
protocol, a protocol should not stop you from using
your own common sense.” The lecture also made
many people reflect on their own driving behavior on
the island.

Pathology, while Dr. Achim Bell gave a lecture
entitled: Genomics and its Impact in Medicine.

Every student is advised to take special care when
deciding to buy a car or scooter on Bonaire (and other

The visiting professors enjoyed their stay on Bonaire
and the interaction with the SJSM students,
subsequently confirming that they are very likely to

Caribbean islands). We strongly recommend every
student to get an international driver’s license before
getting to the island, to drive safely, take care to pay
your car taxes, make sure that you are insured and

return next year for another series of lectures.

never drink and drive.
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